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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 07990 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, IS, EG, US 

SUBJ: AMOCO INCIDENT 

REF: CAIRO 7976 

1 . AMOCO/EGYPT PRESIDENT RUBASH INFORMED US AT 0930 
MARCH 12 THAT RIG 51 1 HAD COMPLETED JOB OF SETTING ANCHORS 
DURING NIGHT AND THAT DRILLING ACTUALLY BEGAN BEFORE 
DAWN. ALL OPERATIONS APPARENTLY CARRIED OUT WITHOUT 
FURTHER CONTACT WITH ISRAELI NAVY, WITH EXCEPTION OF ONE 
UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT ONE WORK BOAT WAS APPROACHED IN 
PROCESS OF SETTING ONE ANCHOR (POSITION 

UNIDENTIFIED) AND TOLD TO STOP OPERATION; SHIP REPORTEDLY 
IGNORED ORDER. RUBASH TRYING TO TRACK THIS REPORT DOWN, 

BUT EMPHASIZED RIG ITSELF HAS HAD NO FURTHER EXCHANGE 
WITH ISRAELI BOATS. ISRAELI NAVY CRAFT ARE STILL VERY 
VISIBLE, BUT ARE KEEPING THEIR DISTANCE. THERE IS NO 
REPEAT NO SIGN OF ANY EGYPTIAN MILITARY ACTIVITY IN THE 
AREA, ACCORDING TO RUBASH. 

2. RUBASH HAD UNDERSTOOD YESTERDAY THAT THERE WOULD BE 
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NO ANCHOR MARKER BUOYS ON THE EASTERN ANCHORS. THIS 
MORNING, HOWEVER, HE HAS CONFLICTING REPORTS FROM RAS 
SHUKAIR ABOUT THE BUOYS. ONE REPORT CLAIMS THAT ISRAELI 
GUNBOATS ARE TIED UP TO MARKER BUOYS; ANOTHER SAYS THAT 
RIG 511 HAS PLACED TWO WORKBOATS AT THE MARKER 
BUOYS, APPARENTLY TO THWART ANY MOVE TO TRY TO CUT 
ANCHOR CHAINS. CUTTING CHAINS ONCE DRILLING HAS BEGUN 
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WOULD SERIOUSLY ENDANGER RIG AND THOSE ON BOARD. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, RUB ASH SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN 
CONTACTED BY ANY GOE OFFICIAL AND THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE 
ANY INSTRUCTIONS FROM EITHER MINPET OR EGPC MANAGEMENT 
REGARDING RIG 511 OPERATIONS. HE SAID COMPANY POLICY IS 
TO KEEP RIG ON CURRENT LOCATION AND CONTINUE TO DRILL. 
WHILE STILL WARY OF ISRAELI NAVAL ACTIVITY IN THE AREA, 
AMOCO BELIEVES THAT AS RESULT DRILLING ACTUALLY STARTED 
WITHOUT FURTHER CHALLENGE, INCIDENT MAY BE OVER. EILTS 
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